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Sharon Lutheran Church is a community that strives to be:
Faith –filled
Rooted in God’s Word
Loving
Connected to the community and world
Adaptive

Advent Global
Village
December 14
at 6:00 pm
Across the world,
people of all lands
prepare for
Christmas and the celebration of Christ’s
birth. Come explore some of these countries,
take part in activities and crafts, and share in
treats from many cultures. We will meet in
our global village downstairs in fellowship
hall and move to the sanctuary later on for
our talent portion of the evening. This event
is open to all ages and friends and neighbors
are welcome.

Christmas Eve Worship
4:30pm; 7:00 pm; 9:30 pm
The evening will be filled with music and
carols as we come together to worship
God and celebrate the birth of our Savior.
Bring your family and neighbors. There
will be communion and candlelighting at
each worship time as well as musicians
of all ages.
Help make the nave look beautiful on
Christmas Eve. Order your poinsettia
before Dec. 7. Contact the church office
with your information.

Sunday, December 28
Lessons and Carols
9:30 am worship ONLY

Pastor’s Thoughts
“I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” ps 122:1

The word to describe the night is joy. What an amazing first evening of worship
for Rejoicing Spirits. There was music and clapping and instruments that brought
smiles to faces. There were prayers and words of thanks and laughter that touched
hearts. The messages for the evening—all are welcome, all are accepted—and the
phrase we called out over and over again—God’s love never quits! A big thank
you goes out to the many volunteers who have brought this worship gathering to
fruition and to all who will become involved in this collaborative community
ministry. I would invite you to come and worship anytime. The gathering is held
each month on the fourth Sunday from 6:30-7:15 pm with some quick snacks
afterwards. The Selinsgrove Church of the Nazarene is our host site for each
month’s worship. If you would like more information or would like to help with
music, snacks, or hospitality, talk to Kim Councill or Laura Aungst. Our next
worship will be on December 28 at 6:30 pm.
I find myself giving thanks for this worship experience and for the ways that the
gathering has provided a sense of encouragement and joy for me as we begin the
advent season and move toward Christmas. Joy is at the heart of it all. Our hope
is in Christ and all that God has accomplished for us. We look with expectation
and anticipation for all the ways God breaks in around us, for the surprising faces
in whom we see Christ, and for the songs of the angels which inspire our hope and
set our hearts toward a pursuit of peace.
I love the bustling moments of life—the conversations, the concerts and events,
and all the preparations. I look too for the quiet moments that re-center, that break
in and make me strain to hear the voice of the Spirit. I hope you will join me in
the Advent walk of preparation in worship, in study together on Sunday mornings,
and in events here at Sharon and in our community. I look forward to Christmas
Eve as we come to the house of the Lord together. May the evening be a moment
of joy for each of you. Joy that meets us where we are. Joy that welcomes us
without conditions. Joy that shouts out, “God’s love never quits!”
Peace,
Pastor Doll

MINISTRIES for CHILDREN, YOUTH & TEENS
Coordinator of Youth Ministry
Robin Kunkel 374-8444 robinkunkel@gmail.com

CONFIRMATION CORNER
ADVENT VILLAGE FAIR
December 14 from 6-8pm
The confirmation class will participate in the Advent Global Village as their Action Day on
December 14. They will serve as passport checkers to welcome travelers to each booth
representing a country. They will also host a booth featuring Mexico called Los Posada.
SERVICE AND ACTION DAY
January 11 from 9-10:30am
The confirmation class will do a backwards day on January 11. During their morning
session they will be doing service by helping the youth going to Detroit make sandwiches
for their Sandwich Sale. Then they will have lessons during their Action Day that evening
from 5-7pm.

DETROIT
NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
Coming Soon! July 14-19!
The trip to Detroit is coming soon! The four youth and their
families are planning some FUNdraisers for 2015. We’ll begin
with a sandwich sale in January and close the activities with a car
wash. Check your future newsletters and bulletins for details.

SANDWICH SALE for DETROIT
Orders due January 4
The youth going to Detroit are planning a sandwich sale for
January. After all the lights, decorations and gifts are packed away, treat
yourself to a ham and cheese sandwich to take to work on a cold winter
day. You will get a ham and cheese sandwich, condiment and a small bag of
chips for $3.50 or 2 for $7! Pick up and payment for the sandwiches is
January 11 after late worship. Order forms will be posted on the Youth Bulletin Board or
contact Kathy Reiland for extra forms to take to your work, club or gym. We would appreciate
your support in any way you can give it. Thanks!







FUTURE FUNDRAISERS
February 15 – Luncheon in the fellowship hall after late
worship
March – sandwich sale
April 18-19 – You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown Musical–
proceeds go towards the Detroit trip
May – hoagie sale
June – car wash

Pastoral

Letter

from Bishop

Robert

Driesen

October 17, 2014
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ:
The Lutheran Church in Liberia, our companion synod, is in need of our continued and immediate help.
Throughout West Africa more than 8,000 people have become infected with the Ebola virus.
Approximately half of these infected in Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Guinea have died. The World
Health Organization predicts that by January, 2015, 1.4 million people may become infected and
between 50 and 70% will die.
While the Lutheran Hospitals in Liberia, Phebe and Curran, are open and caring for sick people,
schools in Liberia are closed and food is becoming scarce, as the economy of the region is stifled by
reduced transportation, inflated prices, absences from work, unattended fields, and the ruin of this
year’s harvest.
The ELCA, including the Upper Susquehanna Synod have already responded to this growing crisis, but
the need remains great. Global Health Ministries was one of the very first agencies to send help to
Liberia. With the help of ELCA Global Mission, ELCA Companion Synods and others, it has sent
protective equipment and other medical supplies in three shipments by air and one by sea. ELCA
Global Mission pledged an initial $25,000 in support of Global Health Ministries earmarked for the
purchase of food. The USS, thanks to the response of our congregations, has sent a total of $6,391 in
support of the containers sent by Global Health Ministries. Individuals and companion congregations
through the congregation to congregation partnerships of the USS have also sent aid to Liberia.
Bishop Seyenkulo of the Lutheran Church in Liberia is grateful for our support and is seeking our
continued assistance through ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response and its four point strategy:
1.
Supplying and shipping essential protective gear and supplies to protect medical workers at
Phebe Hospital and Curran Lutheran Hospital in Liberia.
2.
Providing food assistance to the Lutheran Church in Liberia and the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Sierra Leone.
3.
Raising awareness and providing sensitization messages on the symptoms and prevention
methods of Ebola.
4.
Completing construction of an isolation center at Phebe Hospital and School of Nursing that
meets World Health Organization standards.
The Liberia Committee of the USS has sent an initial sum of approx. $1,000 to LDR, earmarked “for
the LCL.” The committee asks all congregations and members to join in this urgent response to the
Ebola crisis. You can give to this effort on line at: https://community.elca.org/ebolaoutbreakresponse
Your congregation can collect funds and send them to the office of the USS. Money collected at the
synod office will be sent to LDR earmarked “for the LCL.”
Thank you for your support of our brothers and sisters in Liberia. I solicit your prayers on their behalf.
Yours in

Christ,

+ Robert L. Driesen, Bishop

From Our Hospitality Team
Advent Global Village “Cookies and Ice Cream”. Do you have a favorite Christmas cookie recipe? Is
there a family tradition of serving German Lebkuchen or Pfeffernuesse? Or maybe Linzer cookies or
Biscotti? Or maybe Christmas is the time when you experiment with new recipes? Please consider
joining the Hospitality and the Finance Teams in offering “global” cookies with our homemade ice
cream. If you are interested please contact Darlene Ritter at kdritter@ptd.net or 570-837-6416. OR . . .
just come to the Advent Village and share in the gourmet experience!

From the Congregation Council
President—Jeff Whitman; Vice President—Janet Bilger; Secretary—Carolyn Sands; Treasurer—Buzz
Savidge; Christian Ed.—Susie Weller; Finance—Buzz Savidge; Mutual Ministry—Karen Bowen;
Personnel—Carol Harrison; Property/Cemetery—Toby Skinner/Paul Grimes; Stewardship—Jeff
Whitman; Social Ministry—Teresa Berger; Worship and Music—Phil Riggs
#1 - Approved to have one service on December 28th at 9:30 AM.
#2 - Approved the American Legion to use the van for funerals and St. Paul's UCC after-school
program to use the van for a one-time field trip.
Council will meet on Sunday, December 14 at 9:30 am for a brief organization meeting and to review
the Mission Endowment Fund distribution recommendations. We will meet on Monday evening,
December 15 at 7 pm at Sharon for a fellowship gathering. Family members of council and staff are
welcome.

From the Social Ministry Team
The Social Ministry Team is again asking for volunteers to purchase gifts for members of four needy
families. The Christmas gift tree will be posted on the Narthex bulletin board with suggestions for gifts
written on the stars attached to the tree. If you'd like to take part in this project, please follow the
directions on the bulletin board and return a wrapped gift to the church office by December 18th. We
will very much appreciate your help with this project.

The Ridge, by Carol Black
Integrating Science into Theology at our Gettysburg Seminary sounds truly exciting! How I rejoice at
the newly announced project leadership there of two of my former instructors, the Rev. Drs. Mark
Oldenburg and Leonard Hummel. And to acknowledge the Seminary’s receipt of the grant (one of only
ten) to execute the project is truly awesome. The American Association of the Academy of Science has
afforded the grant, which by the spring of 2016 courses will affirm,” God is truly at work, according to
Dr. Kristin Largen, “in the larger cosmos,” not necessarily at odds with science as some would acclaim.
It all sounds so exciting , and as the integration of these concepts into “required courses” for all
seminarians is what is going to happen, I am just about to dance right off my kitchen chair as I write
this article. It takes me back to the days of Dr. Hedahl’s courses, in which she and I had several
exchanges based on ideas our astrophysicist son had put forth, claiming that the idea of evolution “did
NOT preclude a Creator.” Dear Dr. Hedahl, who has since died of brain cancer, would rejoice that the
seminary has received this grant and that the students will be looking at theology, not ignoring, but
peering through the God given lens of science. CB

Notes of Thanks

Thank you for the cards and
food......the phone calls and emails
help me stay connected.....receiving
the altar flowers was very special to
me. I especially want to thank you
for your healing prayers.
In Christ's love,

Grace Cote
From the Church office:
Thank you to the Sunday School
Classes for creating Meals for Seals
Kits! Also, thanks to the
congregation for their continuing
support of this ongoing program.

Happy Birthday to you
in December

Bernhisel, Deborah
Freed, Paul
Ries, Rodney
Aucker, Rita
Kuster, Norah
Messner, Edna
Weirick, Madison
Wise, Phillip
Nickler, Kevin
Berger, Teresa
Marziale, Lauren
Berger, Tim
Bilger, Janet
Terrio, Allison
Kramer, Gregory
Marziale, Harper
Mullen, Rheta
Scholl, Eric
Kemberling, Dana
Freed, Harley
Matrey, Megan
Spigelmyer, Jack
Sands, Christopher
Gilson, Ilene
Schreffler, Jennie
Aucker, Gary
Wagner, Clara
Reiland, Casey
Anderson, Dorothy
Bottiger, Donald
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12/3
12/5
12/6
12/6
12/12
12/13
12/14
12/15
12/17
12/17
12/18
12/18
12/20
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/22
12/23
12/25
12/25
12/27
12/28
12/29
12/30
12/30

Simply Giving
The Simply Giving®
Program endorsed by
Thrivent Federal Credit
Union is designed to help you
conveniently make payments
to a nonprofit organization of
your choosing. Through
the Simply Giving Program,
your payments are made
through a preauthorized
withdrawal from your bank
account.

We Remember in
Prayer
Douglas App, Rose Aucker,
Betty Aungst, Brian Baldwin,
Tom Beachell, Barbara Broadt,
Amy Bush, Arline Callahan,
Mike Carrol, JoAnn Costo, Grace
Cote, Jeanette Cook Diehl,
Eleanor Dinius, Charles
Engelbrecht, Betty Ettinger,
Jayme Fedder, Jim Gautsch Jr.,
Grace Greiner, Tammie
Hartland, Jeremy Hoffman,

Give on Your Terms

Karen Hoke, Grace Hollenbach,

You determine the frequency
of your automatic payment –
weekly, semi-monthly or
monthly. Your payment is
deposited into the
organization's bank account
on the same day it is
withdrawn from your
account.

David Holmes, Jr., Sara Holmes,

Easy Giving You Can
Count On
Convenience – Payment
will still be made if you are
out of town or on vacation.

Valerie Holmes, Pat Hower,
Martha Hummel, Ryan Keiser,
Harvey Kreamer, Jr., Keith
Landis, Shirley Mayo, Susan
Mull, Kay Musser, Alyssa
Oxenford, Elwood Partica,
Maryanne Pinand, Tina
Reichenbach, Ryan Riethmiller,
Karen Ritter, Miles Schrader,
Evelyn Schroeder, Mary Seiler,

Security – No lost or stolen
checks.

Janet Skotedis, Tucker Small,

Environmentally and
Wallet Friendly – Save on
checks, envelopes and
postage.

William Turbitt, David Weimer,

Sign Up and Start
Giving

Bill Starr, Robert Stetler,
Erma Weirick, Ken and Chris
Whitebread, Jeremy Wolfe, Gary
Wydell

For The Kids

December Worship Volunteer Schedule
Dec 7

Greeters

Acolytes

Readers

Ushers

Cantor/CA

Altar Guild

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

Jim and
Carole App

Vance
Metzger

Fred Hooper

Chris Lupolt

Jackie Winey
(B)

10:30 AM

10:30 AM
Markie
Reiland
Madison
Snyder
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

8:00 AM
Terry
Kissinger
Brian Pauling
10:30 AM

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

Sue Starr

Robert and
Romane Dagle

Jeff Whitman
Art Bowen
Kathy Reiland

Vi Soper
Shirley Rowe

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

Aaron
Weirick

Alma
Pauling

Jim Black
Don Bottiger

Carol Black

Linda
McMillin (B)

10:30 AM
Jessica
Beaver
Sean Dagle
8:00 AM

10:30 AM
Kermit Ritter

Courtney
Kemberling

Chris Lupolt

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

10:30 AM
Doug and
Tammy
Hassinger
8:00 AM
John and
Roseann
Stetler
10:30 AM

Joyce and
Theresa
Kuster

Hannah Doll
Elise Keeney

Eric Rowe

4:30 PM

4:30 PM

4:30 PM

Paul and
Delphine
Grimes
8:00 AM
Donna and
Donovan
Goundie
10:30 AM
Don and
Grace
Housley
Dec 21
8:00 AM
Don and
Dana
Kemberling
10:30 AM
Dec 14

Dec 24

7:00 PM

9:30 PM

Dec 28

7:00 PM

9:30 PM

9:30 AM

9:30 AM

Doug and
Tammy
Hassinger

Olivia
Dunkle
Sarah Pennay

8:00 AM

10:30 AM
Sue Pennay
Curtis Pennay
Dave Deckard
8:00 AM

Karen Bowen
Grace Housley

Lowell Leitzel

Barb Remaley
(B)

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

Nelson and
Sue Kerstetter

Dawn Doll
Alex Pennay
Maureen Ries

Audrey
Deckard

4:30 PM

4:30 PM

4:30 PM

Kathy Reiland

Maureen Ries
(B)

7:00 PM

7:00 PM

Chris Lupolt

Rich Sands
Tim Berger

9:30 PM

10:30 AM

8:00 AM

Carol Harrison

9:30 PM

7:00 PM
Dawn Doll
Teresa Berger
Dave Deckard
9:30 PM

7:00 PM

Jim Black

Carol Black

Carol Harrison

9:30 AM

9:30 AM

9:30 AM

Philip Riggs

Carol Harrison
Harley Freed

Bob Bradford
Eric Rowe
Teresa Berger

9:30 AM
Alma Pauling
(B)
Jenny Ruth
Partica

9:30 PM

