Sharon Lutheran Church is a community that strives to be:
Faith –filled
Rooted in God’s Word
Loving
Connected to the community and world
Adaptive

January 2016
Blessings to you all as we begin this New Year 2016!
Sometimes we stand at the beginning of a year with expectations that things will be different than they
have been or that what has passed is finished and a chapter is closed. What is on your mind as we step
into this 2016 year? The New Year is a time of new promises and maybe a time of hopefulness for
something new. What will be your prayer for this year; for yourself, for your family and friends, for us as
a community of faith, and for our world?
In the pages following my note, please find a simple outline for you to use in your own home, in a
gathering with neighbors or with friends and relatives. It is a simple outline for a house blessing. During
the season after the Epiphany (Jan 6—travelers bearing gifts who visit Jesus/Orthodox Christmas) there is
a tradition of sharing a house blessing and so I am inviting you to be able to participate in that tradition.
There are some instructions and an introduction to the house blessing that begins the article and then the
outline of what is said and done follows. You could host a get together and share this blessing as part of
the event, you could arrange with friends to do a progressive dinner event with a portion of the meal at
each house to be blessed, or you can simply use the outline on your own. My hope is that the blessing
might serve as both a reminder and an action that speaks of God’s presence with you in all things and on
all days.
I would invite your prayers for this New Year for us as Sharon Lutheran Church. We are beginning the
learning sessions with our new Stephen Ministers-in-training and are excited about the possibilities that
this ministry holds for us. We will be meeting together as a congregation for our annual meeting on
Sunday, January 24 as we reflect on 2015 and look ahead into 2016. The church council will vote on new
executive officers and has plans as a group to look closely at how we lead and how together we might
more fully grow into our core values. You will be invited into this conversation with us along the way.
There is so much that this year holds that is known and unknown. Thank you for your partnership in
ministry, for all who served in so many different ways this past year, and to all who have shared your joys
and sorrows, accomplishments and disappointments, highs and lows with me. God is faithful. All of our
hope rests in the Lord and all our days are enveloped in God’s mercy and abiding presence. Blessings to
you all as we step onto the path that lies ahead as we trust in the One who walks before us.
Peace, Pastor Doll

Blessing for a Home at Epiphany
Matthew writes that when the magi saw the shining star stop overhead, they were filled with joy. “On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother” (Matt. 2:10-11). In the home, Christ is met in family and friends, in
visitors and strangers. In the home, faith is shared, nurtured, and put into action. In the home, Christ is welcome.
Twelfth Night (January 5), Epiphany of Our Lord (January 6), or another day during the time after Epiphany offers an
occasion for gathering with friends and family members for a blessing for the home. Someone may lead the greeting and
blessing, while another person may read the scripture passage. Following an eastern European tradition, a visual
blessing may be inscribed with white chalk above the main door; for example, 20 + CMB + 16. The numbers change
with each new year. The three letters stand for either the ancient Latin blessing Christe mansionem benedicat, which
means “Christ, bless this house,” or the legendary names of the magi (Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar).

Greeting
May peace be to this house and to all who enter here. By wisdom a house is built
and through understanding it is established; through knowledge its rooms are filled
with rare and beautiful treasures. (Proverbs 24:3-4)
Reading
As we prepare to ask God’s blessing on this household, let us listen to the words of scripture.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being, and the life was the light of all people.
The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. (John 1:1-4, 14, 16)
Inscription
This inscription may be made with chalk above the entrance:
20 + C M B + 16
Write the appropriate character (left) while speaking the text (right).
The magi of old, known as
C Caspar,
(or Christ Bless this House)
M Melchior, and
C
(Kree stay) Christe
B Balthasar,
M
(Mahn-see- oh-name) Mansionem
followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell
B
(Bay- nay-dee-kaht) Benedicat
among us
20
16
☩

two thousand
and sixteen years ago.

Christ, bless this house, ☩ and remain with us throughout the new year.

Prayer of Blessing
O God, you revealed your Son to all people by the shining light of a star.
We pray that you bless this home and all who live here with your gracious presence.
May your love be our inspiration, your wisdom our guide, your truth our light, and your peace our
benediction; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Then everyone may walk from room to room, blessing the house with incense or by sprinkling with water,
perhaps using a branch from the Christmas tree.
Adapted from Come, Lord Jesus: Devotions for the Home (Augsburg Fortress, 1996). See also “Blessing for a Home” in Evangelical Lutheran
Worship Pastoral Care, pp. 337–353.
Copyright © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS022525.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

January Events
January 3 First Sunday of the Month “Holy Grounds”

This month will be hosted by our Prayer Shawl Ministry. These ladies meet each
Tuesday at 10:00am to knit and/or crochet prayer shawls, pew wraps, and the
occasional hat.
Stop by the What’s Brewin Café between 9am and 10:30am and have some coffee and
snacks.

January 6 Epiphany Worship

We will begin Epiphany Season with a short ½ hour worship on Wed. January 6th at
7pm.

January 16 CPR/AED Training Session
There are a few openings for this training session run by the Don Weirick. If you are
interested in this training, the cost is $10.00. It begins at 1:00pm and runs for 1 ½
hours. You would be certified for two years to do CPR and use the AED. Contact the
church office to be included in the training.

January 24th Potluck Lunch and Congregation Meeting
This event follows 10:30 Worship in the fellowship hall.
Please follow these guidelines:
If your last name begins with the letters:
A through H - bring a Side Dish (other than a "Salad")
I through P - bring any dish with the name "Salad" in it
Q through Z - bring a Dessert

How many times have some of you said, "I'd love to be in the
choir but I don't sing well."? Here is YOUR big chance! You don't
need to be able to sing or even read music to be part of this choir.
All you need to be able to do is count. Contact Judd Williams at
judd.williams7@mail.com
or 570-847-2021 or talk with me at church or sign up on the
“Back Page” of your bulletin. If you call, please leave a voicemail
message if I am unable to answer and I will return your call. So
far, we have seven people who have expressed interest in the hand chime choir. We need at least
another three people to make this work. Please consider this seriously! Thanks, Judd Williams

Haven Ministry Monthly Meal

January’s meal will be sent on Friday, January 8. Please sign up on the narthex bulletin
board. This is not a long-term commitment. Please consider providing a main course,
side dish or a dessert for this once a month ministry. Contact Paul Grimes for questions.

Sunday School Updates
We had a great end to our year as we decorated our story
room with the characters from the Christmas story, with the
help of the 7th and 8th graders, and as we experienced the
season of Advent together. The students were very creative
in their musical expression of Mary and Elizabeth’s visit and
the visit of the Angel Gabriel. They also found ways to explore through their senses, in our
science session, how we experience the Christmas story.
Thanks to all who taught during this session on Advent and Christmas. We complete the
session on January 3rd with the visit of the wise men and the story of the Epiphany. There
will be a take home recipe for you to share that has some ways to talk about the story
together.
Also, included in this newsletter is a house blessing that you can share as a family or with
neighbors. On January 10th we will begin a new story—the Good
Samaritan. Watch for some special opportunities as part of this
session! Please check your calendars for Sunday, February 28 at
10:30. We hope to have as many of the students and families
available that day as possible.
Parents, please check the bulletin board upstairs in the hallway
near the music/worship room for announcements and invitations.
We have been concluding our morning sessions in this room and the
students have been great at sharing their prayer requests for the
board just outside our music/worship room.
Blessings at the celebration of this New Year 2016!

CONFIRMATION DATES TO REMEMBER:
 January 10 = Meals for Seals Service Project
 January 17 = Bowling Night at Best Bowl
CONFIRMATION RETREAT @ CAMP MOUNT LUTHER
FEBRUARY 19 & 20
The theme of this year’s retreat is “We Are the Body.” Gather and Reflect On the Word as
you take a closer look at Holy Communion and how we are the Body of Christ. Experience
your Creator, play winter games and find refreshment in the peace of camp in winter. The
retreat is from Friday night to Saturday afternoon. There will be large and small group sessions
as well as free time.

From the Mission Endowment Fund Team

For 2015, the following will be receiving grants based on recommendations from our
subcommittee:
Girls on the Run of GSV:
$1000.00
Union Snyder Community Action Agency
/Family Education Support
$700.00
Kathryn’s Kloset
$500.00
Missionary Support for Brian Palmer
$300.00
Total
$2,500.00

Notes of Thanks
Seafarers Christmas-at-Sea bags…very many thanks to all those who filled a total of 22 gift bags
for seafarers this fall. Sharon’s donation represents 5% of the 477 bags filled by congregations
synod wide.
Dear Members of Sharon:
Thank you very much for the use of the sanctuary and the Steinway for my studio recital. The
students and their families were very appreciative.
Kay Hooper
The Senior High class would like to thank all those who enjoyed the breakfast and donated
to Mostly Mutts. The youth did an excellent job in the kitchen and decorating! Also, thank you to
the mothers who stepped in to clean up!
Dear Congregation:
I would like to thank you for all your food donations and blankets. Your kindness and cooking for
us is greatly appreciated.
Yours in Christ,
Christy Zeigler
Director, Haven Ministry
Dear Sharon members and friends.
I cannot say enough thank yous to express the joy I felt when I saw the lovely poinsettia given to
me. Many Thanks!
Sincerely,
Rachel Betzer
The Social Ministry Team thanks all of the members of Sharon who took tags from the
Christmas Gift Tree and purchased gifts. Over seventy wrapped Christmas gifts were delivered
on Saturday December 19 to the members of five families. Each family also received a food basket
from the Selinsgrove Area Christian Council and a Weis gift card donated by a member of our
church. The Christmas spirit lives through such generosity and is a reflection of the greatest gift—
the grace of Jesus Christ.

Stephen Ministry Begins at Sharon
On January 7, 2016 Stephen Ministry training will begin
at Sharon for eight lay members of our congregation.
Over the next few months our Stephen Ministry trainees
will be acquiring skills to be applied in this lay-to-lay
ministry. Among the subjects being covered are:
listening effectively, dealing with feelings, observing
confidentiality in relationships, using Christian
resources in a caring ministry, being assertive, as well as
dealing with specific life crises. This training
emphasizes the theology of caring for the whole person.
Following this training, these women and men will be
commissioned as Stephen Ministers prepared to help
people dealing with significant personal problems such
as depression, loneliness, hospitalization, or grief. Their
caregiving will occur with the supervision of fellow
Stephen Ministers and Pastor Doll who will assign each to an individual who is willing to participate
in this ministry.
The individuals who will attend Stephen Ministry training are: Karen Bowen, Lowell Leitzel, Chris
Lupolt, Nancy Martin, Kim Rowe, Carolyn Sands, Connie Williams and Judd Williams. The Stephen
Leaders providing their training are Laura Aungst, Pastor Doll and Don Housley. Please keep these
individuals in your thoughts and prayers. If you have questions about this ministry please see Pastor
Doll, Laura or Don.

2016 Council Members
Jeff Whitman, Eric Rowe, Buzz Savidge, Karen Bowen, Lowell Leitzel, Carol Harrison, Nancy Martin,
Scott Lyttle, Susie Weller, Theresa Kuster, Teresa Berger
Approved: a motion that the 2016 Lenten Appeal support Haven Ministry and the 2016 ELCA World
Hunger Appeal.
Approved: a motion to invite Christy Zeigler, Executive Director of Haven Ministry and an Upper
Susquehanna Synod lay minister to speak to Sharon about the Haven Ministry program.
Approved: a motion to participate in the Energy Audit at a cost not to exceed $3,000.00.

Happy Birthday to you in January
Master, Robert
1/3
McGrath, Thomas 1/4
Rowe Jr., Eric
1/5
Stuck, Phyllis
1/5
Black, Erik
1/8
Weller, Susan
1/9
Ettinger, Lewis 1/11
Ettinger, Norma 1/12
Sands, Richard 1/12
Hummel, Mary 1/13

Housley, Grace
Partica, Oscar
Reiland, Markie
App, Carole
Bohm, Kelley
Beaver, Dylan
Bilger, Michael
Leitzel, Lowell
Dillman, Gail
Logan, Miriam

1/14
1/16
1/16
1/18
1/19
1/20
1/22
1/22
1/23
1/23

Scholl, Joshua 1/23
Aungst, Molly
1/25
Collins, John
1/27
Snyder, Madison 1/27
Bradford, Robert 1/30

We Remember in Prayer

Douglas App, Gary Aucker, Rose Aucker, Betty Aungst, Pam Aungst, Dr. Nelson Bailey, Tom
Beachell, Sara Beard, Barbara Black, Don Bower, Amy Bush, Prendyn Clinger, Dave Dagle, Jim and
Dawn Diemer, Eleanor Dinius, Becky Edmunds, Charles Engelbrecht, Betty Ettinger, Irene
Fladmark, Jim Gautsch Jr., Linda Gautsch, Ilene Gilson, Mark Hoffman, David Holmes, Jr., Valerie
Holmes, Pat Hower, Martha Hummel, Mary Hummel, Brenda Hunsicker, Eugene Keister, George
Keller, Betty Kerstetter, Harvey Kreamer, Jr., Keith Landis, Ron Laniewski, Lorrie Littlefield,
Miriam Logan, Marci MacIntyre, Mary Maneval, Roger Marks, Marianne McDonnell, Susan Mull,
Phillip Murphy, Kay Musser, Cartie Naugle, Linda Nevin, Grace Nolder, Mark Nolder, Maryanne
Pinand, Ryan Riethmiller, John, Jennifer, and Dillan Shaffer, Bill Starr, Jim Stetler, Robert Stetler,
Paul and Emily Twitchell family, Clara Wagner, Bob Walter, David Weimer, Jeremy Wolfe, Gary
Wydell

Sponsor the weekly altar flowers in 2016:

Please remember, these dates are first come, first sponsored, so contact the church office ASAP with
your special date! The cost to remember and honor a loved one is only $30.00.
January 3
January 17
February 14

February 21 February 28

March 6 March 13

March 27

April 3
May 15

May 22

May 29

July 3

July 10

July 17

Sept 4

Sept 18

Sept 25

Oct 2

Oct 9

Oct 16

Nov 13

Nov 20

Nov 27

July 24
Oct 30

Ju

January Worship Volunteers
Jan 3

Greeters

Acolytes

Readers

Ushers

Cantor/CA

Altar Guild

8:00 AM
Terry and
Judy
Kissinger
10:30 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

Sean Dagle

Diane Pauling

Chris Lupolt

Alma
Pauling (B)

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

8:00 AM
Bill and
Barbara
Remaley
10:30 AM

Greg and
Jessica Beaver,
Teresa Beaver Sarah Pennay
Jan
10

Jan
17

Art and Karen
Bowen

10:30 AM
Vi Soper
Shirley Rowe

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

John and
Mary Pendley

Vance Metzger

April Metzger

Rich Sands,
Terry Kissinger

Theresa Kuster

Roseann
Stetler (B)

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

Paul and
Delphine
Grimes

Hannah Doll,
Raechel
Councill

Linda McMillin

Jacob and Stacy
Koch

Dawn Doll,
Kathy Reiland,
Markie Reiland

Shirley Walter
Jenny Ruth
Partica

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

Rich and
Carolyn
Sands

Courtney
Kemberling

Harold
Dunkelberger

Brian Pauling
and Dawn
Dunkelberger

Lowell Leitzel

Jackie Winey
(B)

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

Sarah Pennay,
Madison Snyder

Kirk Hanson

Tim and Teresa
Berger

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

Teresa Berger

Maureen Ries
(B)

10:30 AM
New
Kim Rowe,
Gen
Shirley Rowe
Choir
Jan
8:00 AM
24

Jan 31

Carol Bradford

10:30 AM
Bob Bradford,
Dave Deckard,
Eric Rowe

10:30 AM
Sue Pennay,
Alex Pennay,
Curtis Pennay

Matt and
April Metzger

Wyatt Metzger

John Pendley

Jack
Spigelmyer,
Craig Hoke

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

Harvey and
Nancy Murray

Anna Kalcich,
Emma Kalcich

Carol Harrison

Bob and Vi Soper

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

Jason and
Rachel Dagle

Sean Dagle

Jim Black

Todd and Laura
Aungst

Carol Black

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

Mike and Janet
Bilger

Madison Snyder,
Hannah Doll

Tammy
Hassinger

Rod and Maureen
Ries

10:30 AM
Judd Williams,
Tina Kalcich,
Eva Kalcich

10:30 AM
Jeff Whitman,
Doug Hassinger,
Art Bowen

10:30 AM
Carol Harrison
Nancy Martin

10:30 AM
Audrey Deckard
Linda McMillin

8:00 AM
Dawn
Dunkelberger
(B)
10:30 AM
Vi Soper
Shirley Rowe

Thank you to all our volunteers! To be included in the monthly
rotation, please contact Lowell Leitzel at frenchprof.sghs@gmail.com

