Sharon Lutheran Church
is a community that strives to be:
Faith –filled
Rooted in God’s Word
Loving
Connected to the community and world
Adaptive
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Blanket Sunday

October 4

Sharon’s Stitchers work year round to prepare for this annual event. You will be able to see the beautiful
quilts they’ve made on October 4, as they will be displayed in the nave.
As of the end of 2014, the Stitchers have made over 1,150 quilts and 590 school kits and filled numerous
cartons of rolled bandages. Present Stitchers are: Romane Dagle, Carol Harrison, Sue Hummel, Vickie
King, Doris Pence, Pat Pinkowski, Darlene Ritter, Carole Snyder, Violet Soper, Bernice Troutman, and
Shirley Walter. NEW MEMBERS ARE NEEDED AND ALWAYS WELCOME! (They meet most
Mondays 1-3pm)
With your Blanket Sunday offering envelopes, you help to purchase sturdy
blankets which provide shelter, warmth, and security for those in the world facing
disaster.

“First Sunday of the Month” Holy Grounds will be hosted by Sharon’s
Stitchers. Join them in the What’s Brewin room beginning at 9am.

Our 225th Year Anniversary Celebration Continues…
Joining us for worship on October 4 Rev. Jimmie Swartz
The Rev. Jimmie Schwartz and his wife Meredith are 1976 graduates of Susquehanna University.
Jimmie is a graduate of the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. He grew up in Schuylkill
County, but while he was a student at SU he transferred his church membership to Sharon and
became an active member of the congregation. He has served several Lutheran parishes in
Pennsylvania and Maryland, and he is currently serving as the Chaplain at Carroll Lutheran Village, a
retirement and nursing facility in Westminster, MD. He and his wife reside in Ellicott City, MD.

From The Pastor
“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not
want. He makes me lie down in green
pastures; he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.”
So begins the familiar verses of Psalm 23
that paint this pastoral scene of God’s attentive care and protection. Maybe these verses bring you
comfort or speak of a peace that you feel as one led and cared for by the Shepherd; maybe you long
for a shepherd who is so near and yet feels so far off; or perhaps you seek after a moment of peace or
quiet soul-rejuvenation beside still waters that seems like only a picture or a snapshot in someone
else’s life.
Psalm 23 makes bold statements of our faith in a God who watches over us, provides for us, and
walks with us. Our children in their Sunday school time this fall are also learning this psalm so that
they too might hear these verses and remember a God who stands in the midst of every part of life and
living, even when we cannot see God.
I think about the images in this psalm as we begin the fall season. It is a time when many of us spend
extra time outside cleaning up the leaves and the dead flowers and weeds, it is a time of harvest when
everything pumpkin appears and apples weigh down the trees. We gather around bonfires as the dead
sticks are gathered and burned. We tell stories and walk corn mazes and gather at football stadiums
and on fields of all kinds. Take a deep breath. Stop, pause, or at least slow down and notice the
changes around you. Celebrate what has been and look for signs of what will be.
In the midst of whatever you are doing, whatever is occupying your heart and mind and time; whether
you feel the peace of this psalm as you begin to walk in the crisp air of this season or whether you
cannot catch a glimpse of it or let that peace rest in you, God is still Shepherd; God is still leading and
keeping watch over you. That promise will never fade.

Pastor Doll

Discipleship and Learning.

Sunday School K-6th grade.
The Lord is my Shepherd…we know what comes next, right? We are excited to invite our Sunday
School students into the beauty and depth of Psalm 23 this fall. We begin at 9 am upstairs in our
classroom areas as we experience this psalm over the course of 8 weeks through art, creative drama,
cooking, science, Bible games, video, music, and technology. We are blessed to have several teachers
and helpers who will guide our young students in the way of faith and discipleship.

Upcoming Adult Education Opportunities
Identity Theft—what you need to know (October 18)
On Sunday, October 18th, John Eberle will facilitate a discussion on identity theft to deepen
your understanding and awareness and to offer concrete steps if it happens to you.
Holy Grounds with Bishop Driesen (November 1)
The Sunday school and older youth will host this coffee hour for the congregation and will have
some questions to discuss with Bishop Driesen.

COMING SOON: LifeKeys
Discovering who you are, why you’re here, and what you do best. (November 1-22)
Each of us, individually, is good at particular things. There are
activities that energize us or interactions with people that inspire us. We
each have our own unique personalities, passion for living and making a
difference, core values, and spiritual gifts. All of these pieces, LifeKeys, fits
together to make a whole.
We invite you to explore and discover your LIfeKeys. During the
sessions, find your niche, develop new friendships, and discover the ways
God has gifted you. Come, have fun learning more about yourself, learning
more about others, deepening relationships with others, and seeing the
imprint of God’s hand on your life.
There are four afternoon sessions beginning with lunch that will
include conversations, discussions, inventories, and input from family and
friends. The four sessions encompass information from 8 lessons and run
for 2.5 hours each. Noon- 2:30 Sundays, November 1-22.
Pastor Doll will facilitate these sessions. Workbooks and a textbook will be provided.

SENIOR HIGH – SUNDAY MORNINGS
Youth in 9th-12th grades and beyond are welcome again to meet in the Youth Room on Sunday mornings at
9am. ‘Story’ is the theme this year. It is a continuation of the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit. We will
explore questions, such as, “Who are you in the story?”and “How to listen to another person’s story” and
“How do you tell your story?” Once we explore these questions, we’ll delve into the justice piece which is
“God’s story and your story.” Join us and we guarantee you’ll have a meaningful experience! Friends are
always welcome!
COOKIES FOR COLLEGE KIDS: October 4 @ 9am
The Cookies for College Kids project will partner with the Sunday school confirmation and Senior High
classes to package goodies and snacks for our Sharon members who are away attending college, trade school
or in the military. We are in need of adult helpers, postage donations and cookies or goodies.
Please contact Robin Kunkel or Carrie Dunn with updates on addresses for our college/military bound.
PET BLESSING: October 11 at 6 pm
The 7-9th graders and youth from across the Middlecreek Conference are going to host a pet blessing on
Sunday, October 11. The youth will meet for preparation and dinner at 5pm and we will be ready to host the
blessing outside by 6 pm. We will meet on the open corner of the cemetery at the intersection of Bough St.
and High St. Bring your pets with you. Please use leashes for the
doggies. We will not hold the blessing if it rains.

The 7-9th graders have started off the fall with
a couple picnics and a movie night at Zion in
Kratzerville. We will be meeting on Sunday
mornings as we experience the Small
Catechism together and on the second and
third Sundays from 5-7 for service projects and
activity events. We are working with a number
of Lutheran congregations during this year’s
learning events.

We had a great morning as we took
part in God’s Work; Our Hands Day.
Many took on the various stories that
were part of the Walk for Water as
we explored the availability of clean
water world-wide and the effects that
daily walks for water have on young
people, especially females, across the
world. We also packed 36 personal
care kits that will be used nationally
and globally through Lutheran World
Relief.
The younger students have begun
their study of Psalm 23 and made
some green pastures pillows as a
project for their first morning.

Carol Bradford and Genevieve completing a personal care kit

Markie and Hannah are waiting at the infirmary station
as Curtis and Vance think about what they have just heard
about the effects of malaria and dysentery.

Stephen Ministry and…………… Us
“Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one another.”
This is Paul’s advice to the Romans and is an apt description of how we at Sharon can and do relate to
one another. At the heart of these words is care and caring. Rejoicing when others rejoice is a happy
moment; few of us would pass it by. Mourning when others mourn is a different matter; it is troubling
to commensurate with those who are troubled.
Still, trouble is in the human condition; few of us are free of its effect. At Sharon, we have some
planned ways to care for individuals in trouble or facing difficult times. In times of crisis, Pastor Doll
gives pastoral care as do close friends of those in need. This care is close though it is not easily done
in a continuous way. At another level of need, Sharon Cares is task-directed: need a ride today, a meal
tomorrow, let the need by known and efforts will be made to address it.
Then there is the “after and when” need for care: after the funeral, operation, divorce, loss of a job and
when the crisis is over and loneliness descends. Right now, Sharon does not have a way to easily give
this level of care. Stephen Ministry is a way to provide it, as a lay-to-lay ministry that does not replace
but supplements pastoral care. Stephen Ministry is not given without care. Stephen Ministers are
trained and supervised in a method practiced by over half a million lay-persons around the world.
Here at Sharon Stephen Ministry is a boornin.’ Pastor Doll, Laura Aungst and yours truly are seeking
members for a training class which is scheduled to begin early in 2016. The timing of these lessons
will be determined in conversation with the individuals who are in this class.
All of us have been given gifts by God directed to the service of others. Thus, we live in harmony.
Some of you who are reading these words have a gift for this lay-to-lay Christian ministry. Please
contact the Pastor, Laura or me if this is a way to serve that you think you would like to consider. We
would love to talk with you and share information about this wonderful method of caring.
Don Housley

From the Congregation Council
President—Jeff Whitman; Vice President—Eric Rowe; Secretary—Carolyn Sands; Treasurer—Buzz
Savidge; Susie Weller; Janet Bilger, Karen Bowen; Carol Harrison; Teresa Berger; Lowell Leitzel
Council Action items
1. Approved a motion to proceed to find out the cost of doing an audit of energy usage for the church
property.
2. Approved a motion to elect Dalton (Buzz) Savidge to a one year term as Treasurer.
3. Approved a motion to obtain a wet copy of the signed Work Order Authorization from BE Structural
as required by Keystone COG at the cost of $75.00.
4. Approved a motion to authorize the Worship and Music Team to draft and place in the bulletin
during October, a survey concerning the summer worship schedule.

We Remember in

Meet our New Organist

Prayer

Longacre, Amber
Keeney, Jacob
Pauling, Brian
Fries, Susan
Partica, Jenny Ruth
Rowe, Shirley
Bonsall, Madeline
Osgood, Steven
Williams, Judd
Jaegers, Rebecca
Matrey, Courtney
Wentzel, Laura
Master, Christobel
Martin, Kaitlin
Pence, George
Bordner, Carli
Dagle, Romane
Machlan, Linda
Hummel Jr., Wayne
McGrath, Genevieve
Lindros, Emma
Hassinger, Tammy
Snyder, Carole
Nolder, Grace
Miller, Aliza
Rowe, Eric
Rowe, Kim
Seiler, Mary
Stetler, June
Wentzel, Ethan
Deckard, Audrey
Weirick, Erma
Aucker, Andrew
Skotedis, Janet

10/1
10/2
10/2
10/4
10/4
10/4
10/7
10/7
10/7
10/9
10/9
10/10
10/12
10/14
10/14
10/15
10/16
10/16
10/17
10/17
10/19
10/22
10/22
10/23
10/25
10/26
10/26
10/26
10/27
10/27
10/28
10/28
10/29
10/30

Rose Aucker, Betty Aungst,
Dr. Nelson Bailey,
Tom Beachell, Amy Bush,
Rick Bushman,
Prendyn Clinger,
Matt Cover,
Jim and Dawn Diemer,
Eleanor Dinius, Charles
Engelbrecht, Betty Ettinger,
Avery Fegley,
Irene Fladmark,
Jim Gautsch Jr.,
Linda Gautsch, Ilene Gilson,
David Holmes, Jr.,
Valerie Holmes, Pat Hower,
Martha Hummel,
Mary Hummel,
Brenda Hunsicker,
Eugene Keister,
George Keller,
Betty Kerstetter,
Harvey Kreamer, Jr.,
Keith Landis,
Ron Laniewski,
Lowell Leitzel, Jack Lewis,
Lorrie Littlefield,
Miriam Logan,
Marci MacIntyre,
Mary Maneval,
Roger Marks, Shirley Mayo,
Marianne McDonnell,
Susan Mull, Phillip Murphy,
Kay Musser, Grace Nolder,
Mark Nolder,
Ryan Riethmiller,
Chime Rouse, Leon Scholl,
Miles Schrader,
Guy Shreck Jr., Bill Starr,
Robert Stetler,
Paul and Emily Twitchell,
Bob Walter, David Weimer,
Jeremy Wolfe, Gary Wydell

Jeffrey Smith

Jeffrey Smith is a graduate of
Susquehanna University with a major
in piano and organ. He had graduated
Cum Laude with an Associates
Degree from the County College of
Morris, Randolph, NJ. He is a
graduate of Selinsgrove area High
School. He began taking piano
lessons locally at the age of seven.
He has studied piano for ten years
with Madeline Bruser, New York
City, author of the Art of Practicing.
He studied piano at Susquehanna
with Kay S. Hooper, author of
Sensory Tune-ups. Jeffrey started
studying organ with Shirley Smith.
He studied organ at Susquehanna
University with Dr. Marcos Krieger.
Other organ teachers include Anita
Greenlee and Dr. Brenda Leach.
Currently Jeffrey studies organ with
Dr. Shelly Moorman-Stahlman.
Since the age of thirteen Jeffrey has
served several local congregations as
pianist and/or organist. Most recently
he was organist at St. Paul's United
Methodist Church in Lewisburg, PA.
He has taught music lessons
privately. And, he has done
accompanying for vocal and
instrumental soloists and choirs over
the years.
Jeffrey is planning to continue his
music education through studies in
graduate school.

Selinsgrove Area Meals on Wheels
(570) 374-6420
Selinsgrove Area Meals on Wheels, Inc. is a non-profit organization which delivers hot meals to persons
within the boundaries of the Selinsgrove School District who are homebound, are recovering from surgery
or illness, or finding it difficult to prepare their own food.
 What is provided? A nutritious, hot noon meal is delivered to the person’s home five days per
week. Specific dietary requirements can be accommodated.
 Who is served by this ministry? Meals are delivered to persons who find it difficult to prepare food
in their home because of illness or physical limitation. Meals can be provided on a short or long
term basis.
 Where is the meal provided? A meal is delivered each day to the home, arriving during the late
morning. Friendly volunteers deliver the meals, providing a daily, personal contact.
 Where is the Selinsgrove Area Meals on Wheels office located? Our office is located in the rear of
All Saints Episcopal Church at 129 North Market St. in Selinsgrove.
 What are the boundaries of our service area? Meals are delivered to persons living within the
boundaries of the Selinsgrove Area School District.
 When are the meals delivered? Hot meals are delivered 5 days per week, Monday thru Friday,
during the late morning. There is no meal delivery on certain holidays and days with bad weather.
 What is the cost of the meals? Each meal costs $4.00.
 How is Selinsgrove Area Meals on Wheels funded? We receive no government funding. Funding
is provided by local churches, organizations, individuals and the Greater Susquehanna Valley
United Way.
 Interested or need more information? If you or a loved one is in need of meals, and you need more
information about the program, please call our office at 570-374-6420 between 9 AM and noon,
Monday through Friday. If there is no answer, please leave a message and we will be happy to
return your call promptly.
 How Can You Help? This ministry will appreciate your prayers and financial support.

How You Can Participate in Worship
Contact Lowell Leitzel at frenchprof.sghs@gmail.com to be included on the monthly schedule
Greeters-Cheerfully greet worshippers before services
Acolytes-provide leadership, assist the pastor in worship by being a crucifer, lighting and
extinguishing candles, assisting with the offering and communiontraining provided
Readers-Vocally read the lessons for worship at the appropriate times
Ushers- hand out bulletins, collect the offering, and guide the congregation through
communion-training provided
Communion Assistants- assists with the communion
Cantor-leads the psalm, prayers, and assists with the communion
-training provided
Altar Guild-Sets up the elements for communion as well as cleaning the glasses and linens.
May also bake the bread -training provided

Sponsor the weekly altar flowers in 2016:
Please remember, these dates are first come, first sponsored, so
contact the church office ASAP with your special date! The cost to
remember and honor a loved one is only $30.00.

January 3
January 10
January 17
January 24
January 31
February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28
March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27
April 3
April 10
April 17
April 24
May 1

May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29
June 5
June 12
June 19
June 26
July 3
July 10
July 17
July 24
July 31
August 7
August 14
August 21
August 28
September 4

September 11
September 18
September 25
October 2
October 9
October 16
October 23
October 30
November 6
November 13
November 20
November 27
December 4
December 11
December 18
December 25

On behalf of Lutheran Hands
its staff and the Detroit
students that will benefit from
your donations, thank you! We
were able to place 1425 school
bags with reading material to
improve literacy and nutritional
information to help combat
hunger. Its through the
generosity of donors like you
that Lutheran Hands Exists and
is able to provide things like
school bags to those in Need.
Thank you
Lutheran Hands Staff

October Volunteer Schedule

Oct 4

Greeters

Acolytes

Readers

Ushers

Cantor/CA

Altar Guild

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

Matt and April
Metzger

Wyatt
Metzger

Fred Hooper

Todd and
Laura Aungst

Chris Lupolt

Maureen Ries
(B)

10:30 AM

10:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
Hannah Doll
Jeff and Janet
Don and Grace
and Madison Carol Harrison
Sassaman
Housley
Snyder
Oct 11 8:00 AM
8:00 AM
8:00 AM
8:00 AM
Donna and
Paul
Courtney
Donovan
John Pendley Culbertson and
Kemberling
Goundie
Don Bottiger
10:30 AM
Bob and Vi
Soper
Oct 18

8:00 AM

10:30 AM
Anna and
Emma
Kalcich

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

Linda
McMillin

Robert and
Romane Dagle

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM
John and
Roseann
Stetler
10:30 AM

Terry and
Harold
Sarah Pennay
Judy Kissinger
Dunkelberger

Oct 25

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

Mike and
Janet Bilger

Jessica
Beaver

Deb Bernhisel

Harvey and
Nancy Murray

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

Jason and
Rachel Dagle

Sean Dagle

Jim Black

10:30 AM
Harley and
Marjorie
Freed

10:30 AM
Hannah Doll
and Madison
Snyder

10:30 AM
Kirk Hanson

Brian Pauling
and Dawn
Dunkelberger
10:30 AM
Tim and
Teresa Berger

10:30 AM
Dawn Doll
Kathy Reiland
Markie Reiland
8:00 AM

Audrey Deckard
Linda McMillin

Theresa Kuster

Barb Remaley
(B)

10:30 AM
Judd Williams
Eric Rowe
Eva Kalcich

10:30 AM

8:00 AM

10:30 AM
Carol Harrison
Nancy Martin

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

Sue Pennay

Alma Pauling
(B)

10:30 AM
Jeff Whitman
Dave Deckard
Doug Hassinger

10:30 AM
Shirley Walter
Jenny Ruth
Partica

8:00 AM

8:00 AM

Carol Black

Jackie Winey
(B)

10:30 AM
Philip Riggs
Art Bowen
Don Housley

10:30 AM
Vi Soper
Shirley Rowe

If you cannot serve on your scheduled date, please find a replacement and let the church office
and Lowell Leitzel know.

